SERMONTITLE: “Compassion: A Gut Reaction”
SCRIPTURE TEXT: Matthew 9:35-38

When[Jesuskaw the crowds, he had compassion for th@ime Greek word translated
ascompassiorin this text is the strongest word foity in the Greek language. It's formed from
another Greek word that literally meahe bowels—or what we might calthe gut It describes
a compassion which comes from the depths of oretiggb To feel this kind of compassion is to
know the suffering of anotherin-the gut

Compassion like this motivated Jesus to move adowing all the cities and villages. It
motivated him to teach and preach and heal. Adaté say it's the kind of response to suffering
that Jesus would want from the laborers God sertdshis harvest.

Now | know compassion like this. | feltit as | twhed my wife Laura Jean endure the
pain of childbirth—twice. 1 felt it when our oldeson, Brian, was lying on a gurney in the
emergency room of a Houston hospital suffering florpoglycemic seizures. | felt it on that
night several months ago when we received a ca8llcatlock in the morning that our youngest
son James had been in a car wreck and was in gpatdio

Now these are people that | love so compassionrexmed in the gut comes easily for
me. But to be honest with you, compassion forrsth@re removed from my affections,
doesn’t come so easily. In fact, when | consitlerduffering of people whose condition in life
makes me uncomfortable—like a homeless drunk osttieet, for example—I often feel nothing
in the gut—except perhaps contempt or revulsiond &od forgive me, there’s a part of me that
likes it this way because without compassion, I'ob motivated to respond to the suffering. |

just ignore it and go on about my business.



Do you know what | mean? How do we let our heeats get so hard? We put on
blinders so as not to see and build emotional &&80 as not to feel—and the result is that we
do so very little to alleviate the misery of peogteund us—and we’re the followers of Jesus.

And this has devastating consequences. PeterySsaoitee former bishop of the
Methodist Church in the Johannesburg/Soweto ar&ooth Africa. He served during the brutal
days of racial oppression in that country knowmgartheid. In a recent address that | was
privileged to hear, the bishop told us a stowye whites in South Africa grew up good people.
We were not rich, but we lived comfortably....Lika,y@e loved our sports....We followed the
Stock Exchange, argued heatedly over politics,tanll pride in our Parliamentary democracy.
We watched the TV shows you do. We had most levngyyte needed.... We were proud of our
innovative technology and our health system wagoasl as the best. Except for oil, our land
was rich in mineral wealth. White South Africa wlas economic and industrial giant of Africa
and we were quick to link this with the belief that were a superior kind of people. We looked
on that other, darker population among us with disd

Hubris aside, we were an encouragingly Christiangde, with as high a church
attendance average as anywhere in the world....Weahadal copyright on God; we believed
that God had blessed South Africa and our orandptenand blue flag in a special way. Truth
be told, God was a White South African.

But the only problem was that we never lived inrt/ed world. We lived in a bubble.
What we were determined not to see was how oustlfe was being lived at great cost to
millions of other people. Out economy floated nroaean of cheap labor and depended on the
poverty and deprivation of black South Africanspsghsweat we needed in order to keep our

system going. They lacked many of the most besaurces for living while we siphoned



everything off to feed our needs and increase oumrfort....We needed them, but we didn’t
“know” them. We didn’t want them, so we used themed-then made them invisible. After
work hours, if they were not needed to clean ounémand cook our meals, they were sent to
their dingy black townships to live amongst theimdind...out of sight and out of mind.

Bishop Storey then went to meddling. He begarp&ak ofthe American Bubblhat
floats on a sea of poverty and want, called thevé&deping world.™ And | think he’s got a
point.

Can you imagine what would happen if every natiorite face of the earth lived at the
same level of affluence that we enjoy here in Aga&i It would be a catastrophe of biblical
proportions because the drain on the world’s resesiwould simply be unsustainable which
means that our current prosperity is in no smaksnee contingent upon others living with
less—even a lot less—and this creates sufferirmit @ays for us not to feel because if we
allowed ourselves to have a gut reaction to thiegng) of others—things might change.

Peter Storey concludes ttrteaking out of the American bubble is the utmasiripy. It
doesn’t happen by writing checks, nor by knowinghe statistics about that other world
outside. It happens, not by knowing more but leglihg” more?

For example, in 1958, a 35 year old English womeamed Anita Goulden went on
holiday to Peru to visit her brother. She was albogo home by way of the United States when
she saw an unbelievable sight—children with tublesis and meningitis lying neglected and

abandoned in the street in pools of their own blodde people walking by did nothing.
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But Anita felt something. She felt something cdlt®mmpassion. And her gut reaction to
the suffering of those children changed her lifd #re lives of others. Do you know what she
did? She stayed to help. For the next 44 yearsttyed. She became a laborer in the harvest
of the Lord.

She started traveling by donkey to the nearbygatasurrounding Piura, Peru to find
more unwanted children. Her first stop in thesen®was always the pigsty, the common place
for leaving physically and mentally handicappedibalwith the excuse that they were of no use
to their families and a curse from God.

Anita’s work provided permanent care for the masely afflicted in Peru and has
established an excellent education for 250 of thergst children from the shanties—and all of
this because Anita allowed herself to feel—to hagit reaction to the suffering around fer.

Which brings us back to Jesué/hen[Jesuslaw the crowds, he had compassion for

them. What about us?
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